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Pit Stop by Melissa

September, The Month of School
Last month, I wrote about endurance. This is the month that is put into
practice. I think most parents have found a rhythm since school started in
August. We are in that steady march through September and October before
the holidays start in November.
So, what can parents and students teach us? They can teach us that it is vital
to constantly learn and grow not just with patterns and rhythms of life and
school but also with the Lord. The part of the verses I wrote about last month
talk about learning.
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:29
I do think we forget about the ‘learn from me’ part of that verse. We love the
“find rest” part. We are okay with the “yoke” of Christ, but we struggle with the
“learn from me” part.
How can we challenge one another to learn from Christ as we finish out
this year?

A Word from our Executive Director
As an Army Chaplain, I have had the opportunity to travel around the world and
see so many different historical sites, places, and cultures. I realized that I would
find myself at a new location and thinking my wife, Traci, would love to see this or
one of my sons. There is something about experiencing life with the people that
you love that makes life complete. Jesus told his Disciples,
“Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” John
13:35 NLT
This unique love that Jesus speaks about was so evident that everyone around us
would be able to see how much we are in love with one another. It would be proof
that following Jesus would lead to a transformative life. It is this type of love that
wants everyone to be a part of the story with us. We want everyone to be able to
experience what we have been able to see with our eyes.
As we indeed head toward autumn, we are reminded that another season has
passed. What will we be known for when our season has passed? You and I are
filling in the pages of life with the pen in our hands. We need to fill these pages
with all the love that Jesus has shared with us and allowed us to share with others.
Let our legacy be that we loved all the way to heaven.
You can read more of John's thoughts during the month by joining our weekly enews. Email melissa@methodistfm.org to sign up today!

Fun Facts about John
Some of John's hobbies are:
coin collecting
outdoor recreational activities
traveling
Look out for more fun facts about John in our next issue of our
Journeys newsletter!

Thank You From Our Students
Each year, over 100 United Methodist students apply for scholarships derived from endowments
created by generous donors.
This year, $133,950 was awarded to 129 undergraduate and graduate and 9 seminary students.
We also partner with the United Methodist Higher Education Foundation for the Dollars for
Scholars program(10 students) and Clergy Leadership Scholarship(2 students).

"I feel so privileged to have received
this scholarship. Your generosity
allowed me to afford most of my
textbooks for this past semester of
college. I am certain that once I
graduate, I will look back on your gift
and remember all the ways it
benefitted me. Once again thank you
for awarding me this gift."
- Sam Cox

"I truly appreciate your support, and
from the bottom of my heart: THANK
YOU!"
-Jamiria Rankins

"Thank you for all you do to help
young disciples like myself to get a
quality education".
-Alexandra Raybourn

"Thank you so much for investing in my education through my scholarship
this year! I am so grateful for how the Methodist Foundation of MS has
supported me throughout my undergrad and graduate years. I truly could
not have made it through without the financial generosity from the
Foundation and I will be sure to pay it forward when the time comes."
- Bailey Shelton

Book Nook by Marylee
“The Price You Pay for College: An Entirely New Road Map for the Biggest
Financial Decision Your Family Will Ever Make” by Ron Lieber
Ron Lieber is the author of the “Your Money” column in the New York Times. Ron
shares more than you knew you needed to know about higher education choices. If
visiting college campuses is in your future, it is worth reading as college costs can
easily exceed $100,000 over four years. The college experience can impact work
experience and earning power for years to come.
Ron drills down into the price and cost of college, the systems behind it, and a
myriad of other things to consider. How much of this decision is emotion vs. logic?
Who pays what? What is worth paying extra for, and how much of it does a
particular college offer? What does a successful career counseling center program
look like? What questions to ask and of whom for information relevant to your
family? How to pay for it? And finally, Ron offers help on how to approach
information gathering, goal setting, and decision making as a family.
You can find this book at www.amazon.com/Price-You-Pay-CollegeFinancial/dp/006286730X?

Scholarship Endowments
Scholarship endowments are created by gifts from generous and loving people
who want to let students know that what they are doing is important and that
their larger church family loves them. These gifts are permanently invested. The
income and growth of the funds are used to pay out scholarships each year.
Individuals can contribute toward existing endowments or create a new one.
Endowments can be named for a family, honor someone who has made a
difference, or remember those who have gone before. Endowments can be
funded by direct gifts of cash or other assets, life insurance policies, retirement
plan beneficiary designation, trusts that benefit the donor during their life, or
through a will.
We will work with your tax, financial, and estate planning professionals to
maximize the benefit to you while leaving a legacy benefitting generations of
students to come.
Do you have a story about a scholarship from the Foundation that benefited
you? Please, share your stories with us by emailing melissa@methodistfm.org.

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram
@methodistfoundation,
and Twitter @methodistfdnms!

