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"Jabez was more honored than his brothers.
His mother had named him Jabez, saying, 'I
bore him in pain.' Jabez called on Israel's
God: 'If only you would greatly bless me and
increase my territory. May your power go with
me to keep me from trouble, so as not to
cause me pain.' And God granted his request." 
1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (Common English Bible)

In recent months, the Methodist Foundation of
Mississippi changed its name and extended
services to include other Methodist/Wesleyan
faiths. The decision to make this bold move
comes out of the unprecedented uncertainty of
the direction of The United Methodist Church.
The United Methodist Church considering a
separation within itself, has prompted other
affiliated agencies of the church to make similar
changes within their organizational structures. 

Despite the concern that the church is
contemplating separation, the Foundation seeks to
expand services rather than downsize or decrease. 

The idea to accommodate other groups of
Methodists is a strong indication of the type of
leadership, both past, and present, which are not
afraid to take a spiritual risk to enhance and
support the partnership of the Foundation. A move
of this nature indicates the Foundation's
expectation and sends a clear message to those
who place their financial investments in the care of
the Methodist Foundation of Mississippi.

The biblical passage (on the left) refers to the word
territory. When we hear the word territory, we
commonly think of property or some part in which
one has ownership. Jesus spoke about extending
accountability founded on what we do with small
things first. Because Jabez was a very responsible
person, and we know this from God's description of
him; therefore, God honored his request. Jabez's
borders were enlarged! He lived a life free from
pain. 
 

I pray the same prayer for the work of the Methodist
Foundation of Mississippi and seek God's blessings
to expand and continue to meet the needs of those
who also seek to enlarge their territory. I also count
it a blessing and privilege to serve with such
diverse leadership in guiding our future.
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EXPANDING  THE
TERRITORY

A WORD FROM OUR BOARD
PRESIDENT: 
REV. ZACHARY BEASLEY

Dear God, 

To provide the ministry you have given
us, we pray that you greatly bless and
increase our territory. May your power
go with us to keep us from trouble, so
as not to cause pain. 

Amen



DIRECTOR 'S
CORNER

Sharing the love of Jesus is at the heart of all
that we do at the Foundation. Your ability to fund
your mission drives us to provide the best return
on funds placed with the Foundation and to
encourage your participants to give generously,
remember your ministry in their will, and to
establish a trust or endowment to support your
ministry. Educating clergy and lay in church and
personal finances also supports your mission. 

You have trusted the work of the Foundation for
over 50 years. The leadership of the Foundation
has changed over time, but the essential work of
the Foundation remains the same. Once again,
leadership will change as I move into retirement
this summer. The Executive Committee of the
Foundation is working to provide a new leader in
the coming months. In the mean-time, the
current staff is well equipped to manage the day
to day work of the Foundation.

I have been blessed to converse and share with so
many people in so many places throughout
Mississippi the past eight years. It has been a joy to
learn and grow as the Executive Director of the
Foundation. People’s desire to be faithful followers
of Jesus through their financial gifts is truly
amazing.

I have seen couples with limited means work to fund
a scholarship endowment to make it easier on the
next generation to attend college. Retired school
teachers have given their best to fund the work of
the Methodist Children’s Home. Others want to be
sure that the mission work of their faith community
remains vibrant long after they are gone. Another
wants to ensure that music remains an important
part of his faith community in the years ahead.

It is such a blessing to know that the Holy Spirit is
still moving to encourage people to be generous and
supportive of the church’s mission of making
disciples. The Foundation stands ready to assist you
in developing faithful and generous followers of
Jesus.

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your
journey.

BY REV. MIKE HICKS
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R e v .  H i c k s  ( w i t h  w i f e  L i s a )  r e c e i v i n g  t h e
D i c k s o n  O r d e r  A w a r d
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RURAL
MINISTRIES

When the pandemic hit, church services as
“normal” ground to a halt. Churches needed to
incorporate new ways of worship with urgency.
The Mary Worthy Welch Endowment for Rural
Ministries was there to help with a much-needed
gift for Salem UMC and Pleasant Hill UMC to
acquire the equipment needed to take their
services online. 

This endowment was established by Velma G.
Thompson in memory of her great-grandmother,
Mary Worthy Welch, who in 1854 was one of the
founders of Bethel United Methodist Church in
Covington County, Mississippi.

Rev. Jonathan Tullos, the pastor of Salem UMC
and Pleasant Hill UMC, spoke to me about the
challenges and victories that the pandemic
brought his congregations. 

Despite having a hurricane late in 2020 that
destroyed the steeple on Pleasant Hill UMC, his
congregations stayed active and thriving in this new
virtual world. 

Through their outreach connection with an almost 200
year old local camp meeting site, this gift allowed a
revival to be streamed live for the first time, with over
1,500 people on average attending. Rev. Tullos was
"blown away at the response. People loved it!" The
success of this digital event has laid the groundwork
for a similar event to be held in the fall of 2021.

Part of a quote from E. Elton Trueblood encourages
us to “(p)lant shade trees under which they know full
well they will never sit.” No one could foresee the
pandemic, but a generous gift (an endowment) from
the past led to an impactful future. 

Learn more about another gift from the Mary Worthy
Welch Endowment for Rural Ministries on the 
next page.

Editor's Note: Rev. Tullos and our Foundation would
gladly talk with you about how your congregation can
expand you digital ministry!

REV. JONATHAN TULLOS
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A gift from the Mary Worthy Welch Rural Ministry
Endowment Fund provided financial support for a
continuing education event for clergy with resources for
Lent covering all areas of church activities, Bible studies,
and age groups. Those clergy also participated in follow-
up peer groups as well as a six week study with other
clergy and laity. 
 

Forty pastors participated in the Lenten continuing
education event. Ninety percent of the pastors are
serving rural congregations. Each participant shared a
self-evaluation on the impact this study has had on their
life and ministry. (All shared with permission on the right)

The six week study was a joint effort with the Center for
Ministry, the Office of the Chaplain at Millsaps College,
and Executive Education and Community Enrichment at
Millsaps College, led by Rev. Dr. Joey Shelton and the
Revs. Sherry Johnson, Elizabeth Henry, and Paige
Swaim-Presley. During Lent, this virtual study focused on
offering insight into fostering resilience - the capacity to
adapt and grow in the face of adversity, as well as
Lenten practices and Scripture on how to cultivate a
resilient spirituality.

Rev. Shelton described this study as "This is a wonderful
opportunity for you to build resilience in yourself, your
families, your friends, and in your faith community. It's
also a beautiful chance to gather together virtually with
others from a wide variety of churches and places during
the season of Lent. "

An average of 50 people attended each weekly session!
The gift from the endowment offset the registration fee
for the study allowing the study to be affordable. Six
pastors were able to register their entire congregations
for a flat fee.

This continuing education event and study was so
successful that plans to do a similar event and study for
Advent are planned for 2021.

"This group was refreshing in so many ways. It was quite
a joy to meet with other pastors and be able to discuss
the scriptures but also other issues. It was good to hear
things from another pastor’s perspective. The group really
helped me in my spiritual life because I was able to relax
in the scripture and feed off their energy. Felt good not to
have to be “on” all the time. It also helped my ministry
because I was able to learn from others, take notes and
enjoy the word of God. We are considering meeting
together at least once a month after the Easter holidays
since it was such a great experience. "- Rev. Marilyn
Moering-Watkins 

"This has been a great experience for me in allowing me
to get to know four wonderful women of faith. It did my
heart and soul good to be in weekly communication with
fellow pastors and to hear and share with them. 

This time we have shared together studying the
Scriptures and getting to know one another has brought
new perspectives and fresh ideas to the texts. It has
challenged me to dig deep in order to bring something to
the table each week that is both faithful to the text and yet
offers something that speaks to us in 2021, with all that is
going on in our world, nation, congregations, and
personal experiences. It has helped to hone my
theological work and as a reminder of how relevant each
one of us is to the work and to the word of the Gospel.

Gaining perspective from my peers has buoyed my spirit
and given me joy through our connection. I have smiled
and laughed more in these meetings than I have in any
other gathering of pastors in a very long time. I have also
encountered more epiphany moments, and that is
priceless to me. I feel that each person in our group
contributed and was fully invested in the work and in the
fellowship. In fact, we have eagerly agreed to continue
meeting at least monthly by ZOOM. It has truly been a
meaningful experience that we want to pursue.

These new perspectives also carry over into my ministry
in my current pastorate by giving insight into different
worship styles and world views, which are held by many
in the surrounding community. It makes me a more
effective pastor and communicator." 
-Rev. E. Jack Wooten, III

RURAL
MINISTRIES
REV. JOEY SHELTON
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"Thank you and the Methodist Foundation of
Mississippi for making this doable in this most
opportune time in our lives."-Rev. Joey
Shelton



Churches

35.9%

Affiliated United Methodist Ministries

28.1%

Scholarships

24.7%

Other Affiliated Ministries

8.2%

Cemeteries

2.5%

Giving Tuesday

College  &  Graduate  

132
$ 95,550

Seminary

21 

$ 20,550

Scholarships Awarded

Investments

78.1%

Endowments

19.9%

Trusts

1.3%

Donor Advised Funds

0.7%

We are thankful for all those who participated in our Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for college
scholarships! We raised over $7,000! 

We hope you will join us with your support during our Giving Tuesday Fundraiser in 2021 or
by giving today on our website or by mail!

Our Foundation at a Glance

>$130M 299

Our Services
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Ministries Supported 

by Endowments

Assets Under
Management

Institutions
Served



Memorials and Honorariums

The Methodist Foundation of MS
President's Endowment 

for ministerial scholarships
in memory of

Mrs. Lorene McAlilly
 Mr. Carl Ed Hilliard
Mrs. Virginia Wheat 

Mrs. Esther Fabbricante
Dr. William Bolus 
Rev. Elton Brown 

Rev. Earl Greenough
Mrs. Margie Greenough 
Mr. Charles Leggett Sr.

Mrs. Sarah Shelly 
Mr. Billy Walton 

Rev. Smith Whiteside
Rev. & Mrs. Tom Cupit
Rev. Phillip Heidelberg 

Given by
Rev. Mike & Mrs. Lisa Hicks

 

in memory of
Rev. Aubrey Boren

Given by
Otis H. Cowan, Jr.

 

in memory of
Mr. Charles Leggett Sr.

Given by
Williams Andrew III

Joy Hines 
Janice Touchstone

 

in memory of
Mr. Bryce Griffis
Mr. Billy Walton

Given by
Foundation Board of Directors

Pearl River UMC/Cemetery Endowment 
in memory of 

Ms. Claire Hilliard 
Given by

Marc Lauderdale
 Susan Lauderdale

 

in honor of
Ms. Sue Lauderdale

Given by
Sandra Grissom and Friends

 

Rev. Larry Creel & Nancy Lyle 
Creel Endowment

in honor of
Nancy Creel

Given by
Bob & Dana Lyle

Tommy & Elizabeth Lyle
 

in honor of
Tommy & Elizabeth Lyle

Given by
Nancy Creel

Dr. Amy Creel, Eric Bisschop
 David, and Samuel Bisschop

Bob & Dana Lyle
 

in honor of
The Steve Lewis Family

Given by
Nancy Creel

Dr. Amy Creel, Eric Bisschop,
David, and Samuel Bisschop

Frank and Louise Haynes 
Scholarship Endowment

in memory of
Ms. Kathryn Eddins

Given by
Mary C. Algee

 
Rev. H.J. & Orell Hedgepeth

Scholarship Fund
in memory of

Dr. Bill Bowlus
Given by

Jerry & Rendy Foster Family
Michael & Johanna Hedgepeth
Larry & Jacky Sparks Family

Rev. Bernard Crump Family 
Scholarship Fund

in memory of 
Rev. Bernard Crump

Given by
Alveria Crump

 Alwanya Crump & Wayne Thomas

The Willard and Jedidah 
Jones Endowment

in memory of 
Jedidah and Willard Jones

Given by
Brenda J. Anding

The Mitchell Family 
Scholarship Endowment

in memory of
Jerrie Lynn Mitchell

Given by
Dr. & Mrs. David M. Sullivan

Al Shiyou
Royce & Douglas Amacker

Sue Lauderdale 
Marc & Cynthia Lauderdale

Leigh Jernigan/Taylor Collection Girls
Pat & Alice Moreland

Angelo & Terese Bouzos
Jane & Mike Angelastro 

Pat & Jen Angelastro
Sarah Powell

Rita D. Henley
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll Hood

Charles Leggett
Glenna Castro & ORMC-PACU Staff

(Jerrie Lynn Mitchell's coworkers at the
Orlando Regional Medical Center-

PACU)
Mr. & Mrs. Alford M. Cooley

Freddie Ritter
Uncle Junior Williams

Royce & Cindy Williams
Danny & Melesia Rutland

Ann & Henry Holifield
Ginny Mounger

Amy Lyles Wilson
William Henley, II

Dana & Tim Chamblee
Rev. Mike & Mrs. Lisa Hicks

Laurie Hudson
Kelly Riley

Dr. Acie & Patricia Whitlock, Jr. 
James & Julia Keywood
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Ormon

John & Lisa Henley
Henley, Lotterhos & Henley, PLLC

Elbert Hilliard
Leon F. Stewart

Arthur D. Starkey
Rev. Larry & Mrs. Terry Hilliard

Richard & Rachel Henley
John and Claudia Scarborough

Lydia Mitchell 
Frances McEwen

Lamar, Andrea, and Victoria Horton
James Henley

The Methodist Foundation of MS
College Scholarship Endowment 

in memory  of 
Mrs. Lib Morgan

Given by
Craig & Jan Hitt

New Endowments

The Norwood and Anne King Scholarship Endowment
The Coty E. Turner Scholarship Endowment

The Rembert and Robbie Lee Curry Scholarship Endowment
Allie Jackson Scholarship Endowment
The Samuel & Eugenia D. Jones Endowment
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Follow us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter!
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P.O. Box 2415  Ridgeland, MS 39158  :  601-948-8845  :  methodistfm.org

YOUR LOCAL PARTNER IN MINISTRY

https://www.facebook.com/methodistfoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/methodistfoundation
https://www.instagram.com/methodistfoundationms/
https://twitter.com/MSMethodistFoun
https://methodistfm.org/

